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4 Hough [know it was St 

nion, that a Man not to beat 

_ RIO of y with Indiſſe- 

98 yet I was not much diſturbed 

the reading, what MrcWhiſion hes latel pw 

oncerning me. in his Hiſteriral Preface.! e has 

aid the ſame Charge againſt ſeveral other Di- 

ines with whom he bas couverſed and -what 

eaſon have I to expect a mpre- civil Treatment 
han they? Thoſe Words of miue which he re- 
tes, were ſpoken in a Converſation, at which 
any other Divines and [Miniſters of Lowdou 

preſent ; And ſince note of; them were 
ples d with what I theu ſaid, is plain that 

Ir. Mhiſton muſt have put à wrang Interpreta- 

on on them z and indeed; muſt, even at that 

me have — off from the Doctrine of the 
briſtian Church. However, 1 am willing to 
ve the Publick an Account of that Converſa- 
on, and ſhew, that Mr. Whifler has not ated 
this Matter ſo fairly and ſincerely as he 
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The late Dr. Pore, as Mr. Whiſtox ſaith, ( for 
in the Queſtion ) ba 

ving ask d me, Whether the Holy Spirit was ad 
dreſs'd to in the publick — of the Primj- 
tive Church? Tan n{werd, That if they had ever 
read the Works 47 U. Beil the — they 


would have, CIT. of, ene 


t a large 
Diſcourſe on that very Subj in which he 


not only ſuppoſes, that all their publick Pray- 
ery were: whe Fache? Ae the —_—— 
fion' of the $on,2 in the Holy * _——_ 
— that the Deity of the 


_ ſuppoſed: y de Church — 
lone. 


b it was not formally directed to bim! 
I adviſtd them to tend that Piece? | 
_ ; who hadi u natura Octafion of e 

this Matter by the Complaine whit 
ns made againfe hirn, that in the Doxolog 
he uſed indffferently theſe Words, Glory be* 
te Parke, wh Hh Sw ep or with the E 
Ghoſt.  Andindeed St. writing near) 
. Years ufter the Riſc!of Hi an] ( 85 gay 

the Hint to Macidonian'Bilbop of Conflentin 
to deny the: Divinity of the! Holy Ghoſt, a 
to do all h cbuld tofu bis Hereſy) d 
ſolidiy defended the Senſe of the Primit 
Church in all Times and Places concerning ti 
Deity of the Holy Spirit, and confuted all d 
A nts of vthe  Maredovians, This is ti 
nee + of catConverfation And 1 am ſu 
the Divines and Miniſters who were there at 
2 1 WF. the 


('s} 
then preſent lietle-chought/I had therein! given. 
any Occaſion for ſuch a Charge as Mr. Nin 
has —— ganas 44943” Ar Years) 
publick 7 aga me. as ' 
me, indeed, the Title of Ile very learned D. 
dor, &c. —— — doubtleſs has * 
for what ſuppoſe he might deſigmat 
the ſame time, that it ſhould'ſerve ſor the qu · 
tet. Some Months ago one of Mr. Nia 

Friends told me he had heard from Mr. Milos 
ſuch an Account of that Converſation as he has 
fince Printed. I then told the Gentleman: che 
Feportanee cine, though. —-— 
Importance, that, Mr. Vis came a 
terwards to viſit me in Company with ſonie 
Friends of his, I did not think it! to 
take any Notice of it, aſter the Explauation 1 
had given his Friend, and which, in all 
bility, came to his Ears; eſpecially ſince I could 
not have done it without ing him for his 
Incivility in making his own Uſe of what I had 
laid, by changing the State of the Queſtion, and 
ſuppreſſing a part of my Anſwer: an Incivility 
ſo much the greater, becauſe I bad referred them 
to St: Bafil's Book de Spirit Sendo, for an Ac- 
count of my Sentiments about the | 
propoſed, I have had ſeveral ies of 
converſing with Mr. Whiflon, and I am ſatiafy d 
be never look d upon me as one who inclined 
in the leaſt to bis Opiniona. I thought him a 
15 | ; A3 ſtudious 
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1 
8 and had u Reſpect for him" 
facb4 and he will do me the Juſtice to ackno 
1 ke my Mind to him v 
— 70 ary that I never appro» 

the Liberties took, which indeed were 
more than could be well born with. I was dw 
ſorm d, that when he Preachd t the Lectum 
founded by the late Honourable Mr. Boyle, he 
aſſerted that the firſt Verſe of the Prophecy oſ 
Exzckiel had been miſplaced by the Copyiſtu 
and that it belong d to Chap. xxx. He did me 
tho Honour afterwards to come and fee me ia 
' with the Rev* Dr. Clerk of & Fawes\, 
F then enquired whether that Report (hic 
could: ſcarce believe) were true or no? Upon 
his owning that it was fo, and to it, l 
thought ĩt the part of a Friend to let him know, 
I. That the Liberty be had taken, and which he 
had been blamd for giving himſelf in his H- 
wary, wherein he had taken St. Matthew's Gol 
pel all to pieces, and ſet it together again after 
His own Fancy, — — 
to the Holy Ser H. That. though 
ſhould be allow d him in the Paſſage — 
Exekiel, he could never, according to his Un- 
Falling cf det Propbeey ogutaſt Ros w 
alaliing ag was 
exact; becauſe that ſuppoſing the Dar of ohe 
firſt Chapter of Erebie/ were removd tothe 
— it would follow from thence, that the 
bliſh'd ſeveral Years after N 
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i to his own. Chronology. | The Atheiſts 
— laugh at ſuch an Interpretation , but 
would never be convinced by it. But he did 
not think fit to follow my Advice. I defitod 
him then to ednfider of the Matter a ſecond 
time before he bliſh's his Sermons but 1 
think he — no Correction or Altetati 
on in that Place. No juſt to ſhew the mon- 
ſtrous Abſurdity which the At heiſts may 
him with, even upon the Foot of bis own Chro- 
nology, which is that of Vſber - The 30 Yeat 
after the Captivity of Jeconias, is the Year 363 
before Chriſt, becauſe the ſirſt Year of chat 
Captivity he ſuppoſeth, wu Ter, — have 


been the 39 Year: before: Chriſt, Now is 
certain that Phra d of . dy 
#e2z4y invaded Exypt + From whence it will 
follow, that the Prophecy. of the Conqueſt of 
Egypt will have been pobliſt'd/ four Tears after 
the Event, A pretty way this is of con 


the Atheifts, that the Prophecies of the O 
Teſtament are divinely inſpired! Is not the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel very much obliged to Mr. Van 
for the Liberty he bas taken to rerhove the firſt 
Verſe of Chap. j- and place it before Chap. xxx. 
and fo to expoſe his Þ to the Banter 
of the Atheiſts and: Libertines, by making him 
gavely forcrelt a Event as future which had 
actually paſſed ſome Tears before his Prophecy. 
Tho indeed if they would act reafonably, they 

Mr. Whiſton's Raſhneſs. A4 He 
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He again viſited me fince his proſeſſing 
ſelf an Arias; and he can witneſs that I exbor- 
ted wioullyto pay fome Diference dv 
Advice of one of the moſt learned Prelates oi 
our Church, by whom he had the Honour to 
do reſpected; and who, I knew, had written 
to him concerning his new Opinions, in order 
to recover him. 1 to him with ſome 
Earneſtneſs, how ill it became a Perſon of + his 
Age to be fo Politive as 1 had always found 
him, eſpecially fince he had ſpent ſo mach of 
his time in Mathematical Studies and therefore 
could not have ſufhciently — himſelf to 
the Study of Antiquity, 1 hich neverthe- 
leſs he vectenilad to build his Scheme; and, that 
it was a very odd Fancy, for him to think he 
could revive a Hereſy which had been dead and 
noms Day ae es z RR ns > EY 
upported by t preme Powers 
both in che Raſt! and Welt for about an bus 
dred Years; and was br in at firſt, as well 
as maintained afterwards, by Perſecution and 
Violence, againſt the antient Faith., | 
This Advice was only heard: But as I always 
entertain d Mr. Wh;fox with Reſpect and Civi- 
lity, he left his Book concerning the Apoſtolicd 
ion at my Houſe about 15 Months ago, 
with a Defire that 1 would read it, and ſend it 
to Dr. Grabe. I read it in three or four Days, 
r 


er Id Gn n Br wr nk 


ag It Was 


.« 


SSF 8 


=> SES SSET. 


1 
fe to fend them to him; becauſe, heard he w 
to return 10 Londen in a little cine; and be. 
3 re ts twin 
Baron that my 
York had commanded — | apa ns Examine 
that Book of Mr. Wb 98 4 
Beſides that, Mr. — ſeemd not 000 me 
to have examin d the Marks of Sappoſtition 
which ſeveral learned Men bave found in the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions. And indeed, as I. learn- 
——— be had never read 
allem Book exdepigraphis . Apoſtolicis, 
where that learned Man has' demonſtrated the 
Book of the Apoſtolical to be ſpu- 
rious. But according to Mr. Mhiſton, that Book 
is the moſt Canonical Book in the whole New 
— becauſe all the other are only fop» 
ed by its Authority z 1 
of all the learned Criticks, both Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, it was f by ſome impoſtor af- 
Tear 325 of Chriſt. My cannot add 
. to the uni — — 
| both Cormmonions: When be 
| [ave einde bis Book, the World: will 
de amazed at ſuch Heaps of Conjectures, and 
dare Aﬀertions, without any Foundation, or ſo 
ach as the leaſt Probability on his fide. » More 
ately Mr. Whiftow came and entertained me 
vith a new Dilcovery of an Ar«bick Trandlati- 
on of the Conſtitutions at Oxford and at View 
> Which Dp" Reged . 
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World.' This, thought, way very partics 
lar Fancy. TItold: Him he would find nothing 
Berk 2 would: anſwer hn 
ExpeQations;' could get 
from: the A4rebiens, but ſome things writ in the 
X® Century, at which time the Chriſtians; 1 
well as the Jews and Samaritans, having ſor- 
got the Greek Language, under the Empire of 
the Mibowet ers, then their Maſters, began to 
Tranſlate the NSD! into Arebick far the 
z and, that be might make 
what he might expe&q to fad 
everege* publiſh'd under the 
Title of Tho Cantity of the fb Caen of Nice, 
which was the thoſt 2 impoſture put 
upon the World. But he was too much prejs 
diced to be moved by any L could ſay. l 


know that Averes tells us in his Relations of 
Ethiopia, that the King of Erhiopie askid: him 
the Chriſtians in the Weſt had the 


— of the Canfli which were » 
them: They call them in their Language 
or Abailir 3 and, if; we may take the 
'they obſerve chem very a 
poſſihiy may perſwade 
— 
to Ethiopia, which has been carefully _ 
amoag them ever fince : But I can affure bim 
I he thinks fo; be is much miſtaken: for that 
godd: Prince thought that the Eunuch of the 
Queen Cee converted his Royal Miſtrels 
and ber Sabjedty, md en 


r 46 Years. together by his 
ts of Arianiſu. We have a very exact Hiſto 


examining it. For 
ſome or other of his Friends 
him Extracts of Phils 

bas aſus, and to pu - 
And as he has received ſuch Light froin the 
«bick. Verfion of the Conſtitutions, 
ave him by all (ap on ph er the Legend 
of St. Oearge in_Arabick, which hes been a Jog 
45 in Vogue in the Church of Rome, as 
alſo that of th pretended Martyr Artesiau, w h. 
dyd much' about the ſame time with the pre 
tended St. George. For after his Death, Ar 
was condemned by Jalian: the Apoſtate, fot 
everal notorious Crimes, whereof we have 
Ker in Ammienns Marcellin, how tl 


George, it ſeems, gain d a Vidory & 


* 


iner 


us ſome Extracts out _ N 
bimſelf in writing with ſuch Bicterneſi 
that great Saint, whoſe Name is bad in = 
Veneration by all Chriſtians. The World 
ſee upon what' Foundation be goes when * 
ſhall publicm alt his Works; for we have yet 
ſeen nothing but ſome few Eſſuys T have 
good Information that he has changed his 
ſeveral times within theſe five Yeats; and there. 
fore 1 cat t but hope, that on the 
neee Work be he 
may at drop Won 3 
Faith. Indeed Talus he bim. to bo 
tremely fond —— NG Notion 
theWermth with which he veveniliy pes - 
does every thing, gives us ground of Fear, 
be Wotld, run Taer und farther in the Hors 
he has contracted: yerl chink his Friends ought 
not to him over as abſolutely incurable. 
I ſee very wall ; that Mr. Nieden imagines 
he ſhall do the Chriſtian Rel np incor 
derable Service by delivering 


Church from 

the Doctrine of the Trinity, and that of the 
eternal Divinity of Chriſt. But ſuch as will care- 
fully attend to his Hypotheſis, will'be ſoon con- 
vinced, that the Man is — — 


at be cen ann have ſound out 2 more rem 
PAM meke:the Jews, ho are well. versd 


ppoſo 

but, then; by the Addition 
7 Word Gated, he deſtroys what: he be 
| end pretends it to be a finite ge- 
God the Maker of all Things, 
pretending that Chriſt ãs te Objoct af N 
vine Worſhip:,, he - advances an impious un 
— 4 in 1 _ vor, if Chriſt 
really ; * a 
that has all the Attributes of the Godhead 
he(be notivelfiexiſting,' the great Jeboveb, G2 
niſciont. Qmnipreſemt, and Almighty; then may 

wa Jawfolly idm our Worſhip and Adera- 
tion from chim.) as a thing .expreſly commanded 
iq Scripture. This is the great Argument which 
tho Fatbers, always: urged: Teich Succeſs againſt 
' Arias, and for ve 99 ever 
upon them to gnilty 0 atrys! 
But if ehis Controverſy be confidered with a 
particular Regard to the Jews, I then maintain, 
that, acrordiag to the Principles of that Nati- 
en, it will evet be impoſſible, ſo long as Chriſt 
is propaſed to them as a Created Being, bow 
— he is ſuppoſed to be, to per- 
{wade them to give Worſhip to bim. The firſt 
Fathers of the Church ever acknowledged that 


the * to whom Adoration is conſtantiy 
given 


11 We 
iven in thofe- Appearances recorded inthe Did 
eſtament, was the & 3:andthis alſocowns 
he received: Doftrine of the hagogue tes wid 
hen 4r;aviſa« appeared in che World; which 
vpht indeed that) This: f Agel was th 
A, but maintained at the ſagjcrtime, «that 
his . was i Created TBeitgo therfard] 
znſequence: of that Ductrina endad in ldala- 
, which was immediately, uaed 
wrch of — 0% Hm — 
deed, if it be ou, ,jqañne ds thing law! 


—— 
ſuppoſed torbe A Gente Beingz Ibm ra f 


Created Beintzt may uc — bovomerehis 
me. 3116197004 7c em ma oper — 
at to it, ——— of thoſe: many Puſſages 


ich in che Old | prove 
he Perſonality of the Ghoſts: and l. 
explain them uf God's 12s 


done hard ta 
dt the —— —— i Umm, 
dopt Arian Syſtem, we nmturally pro- 
deed, and with Macedowiav go onto believe 
hat the Holy Ghoſt is only h Creature of tho 
W: which poſition cant hut ſhock the Fews; 
2 whom this Doctrine would indeed prove ve» 

| | * 
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greater 
they have done) to 
pn of the — — | 
Goſpel as the Accompliſhtient vf thoſe Ore: 
whereof they are r 2 * Sate 


I am apt to believe Mr. Whiftor bie 
or no Proſelytey: 2 tw — . 
t ſhould God permit the vbntirarN it wou 


dove new matter of Scandal to che-Jews, - 
continue to Harden — rs 
ae — — — tp 

Chriſtian Church: But they Ne. 
hted with the Sinn, and — 
Ng ems — that 

t to 
no — eur Friends to them 


t ſhould now prevail, and ge 
per Hand, irs e eee 
kind matter of Joy and I il The Aral 


1 te abr >. apt 
$ ing, the A 
all — = 


— 
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lity: And Mr. ite did w 
28 — and follow Mr. 
declared himſelf an Aries, frog 
— almoſt all the others ſprung, 
do l (0 ſoon th bs en 
gaheme on the Revelation agrees 
lateſt Sentiments. Methinks whe 
has now lately 3 Newry 
e poblikly mh 
Leſs: than this will never e 
de Worlds + ne 
make Tamende honorable to the Church * 
For if he be in Ain, as Tim told tie bat bees 
for about theſe 3 Teate, be'oughe fail! b w 
ſhip-Jefus Chriſt? But if be i D., thut 
4 — nocording to the Accourit we have of xi 
of Ai,, 


ry well 
Boe 
which 
would. 


make 


a new! 
'to his 

he 
him c 


Readies 


1 bod alfo 


if notwithſtanding de | 
the Son'to. be the'Servant of the Ferber, he rt 
worſhips che Sonly With bat Jute c 
aſter Mir. | acenle! the \RowiS Chrorch vl 
Nolatry in Saints aud Angeln wh 
ar&but: the f God.che Fialier ab wel 


ae Jefon Chris, tho be pertups be he Gr (a 
thoſ | of that Kankand Order, 15 
in dn, fad 'a | 1 

ny on Me. 


Aken ting a which 1 have had 


L 23 1 


wake one 

( an ſo full of & 
bo ard 
A 
ok 

the 
wh 
CT, 
reit and Aideeſs be cob yi | 
ei who has told: Mr. Wkifar the alf che A 
deen ients were vans; No, ti tio fuck On 
Moni none 
that which. * ici * os 1 
hal” boa ater and6il,anid whitch they 


prend even as fr u to N The accuſed 
im, it ſecmb f deny ing the Hex pfJo- 
6 Chriſt, chat da, bis | Wiel 
de Father, . in-bii-Reftitation-@f> Dn 
hat daes Di io off Nane, u 
dls? Wü he h the beher to explaie 
— ware which org — 
nr es de Som to be. coonfibitantial ict 
era) hen 144 
y-Txpreffions,-albough he- dhe not uſt 

id d . tat nobody c fend. them 


F 
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of Cordube in Spare rf 
D. . examin d — — 
on of A made 282 —— | 
pon the whole, | Hofer look'd' 
Heretick, and fo lefe him and Albin 
der the 'Anuthetha denownerd - wyaldft 
Alexander his or , 
princhaty ee e 
pally 
e 1 ona 
ng rh 
A: 977 "where Arm" a 

» heard ; "eondenn'd, After it head dev) 
led  egrecablyts the Doctrine of 
Alex endrid "who flouriſhed: about the" 

of the 30 „that the” Sor was —— 
wal withirh& Father, TheDe 
„and tis was there co 
| Exſchins of \Niromedia wis 0 Net 
Exfbi Wee, the Nuthor of 0 
Gared to: relate with 'w 


Audis 


bein 8 the rept; mor 
Aim, ab appeits 
Marcellus Biſhop 1 pede, 
Coke 'bf Fairh was ot drawn up by 


all number of but by above 20d R 
1 W who! 00 
; knew well whar whi the 
he Hamed, lived at the other end o 


— td Afi, who wi rider | 


Al Iiir 


into 


0? tak Kan bf 1 


wes. It would like wise 
action, f he would tel ns 
thinks of dat Notion of Sd 
Idee e een feu 
Chriſt had n Humane 


was created, , 
„ 4 = 

* 
. 


ay for on 

honeſtly wh 
which 

$6,” 


Piece 


og .the — — 
Q n. ayers 
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. . | zo writ writ againſt Fofbesſw, he would ha ve ſeen 
"© ot the great Argument they inſiſted upon was 
Te the Cunt eter 
| w 1 | 
ne thought him no better than created God, 
I don't at preſont enter 
the Propoſitions which Mr: on has 
h'd concerning his ne Scheme, in his 
al Preface. Ho tuymever conantideat)d wind 
me, ſo 1 leave the Examirniatiow' of them #6 
Divines to whom he ſhew'd' them before 
printed that Preface. But that he may not 
1 —— —-— 
$ Mano on * 101. 
to his Conſideration ewo Rears, whith 
eonvince him, that ff, 1 differ from Him 
dont the A of that Bodk, — 
ch Reaſons as dught to have” 
1, or any other reaſonable Mar? 2 15 
The firſt is taker from the Fd. oi Rebapti- 
ng Hereticks, about which this Book 
all means to have been confultod if there 
been ſuch am one in being. The ad thi 
lich 1 dont remember Mr. has 
— is this, nnd — 


— 
——————ů— xc 


verſity of Cambridge, and indeed i is ſuch 
one, as muſt needs convince any Render who 

bor give a linthe more Attention in the 
ay of this Matter than NM: Mun fecms to 


up 


N 
; 


we mae le fin ede 
this; 


ttb lavention of a very 
and injudicjous Fancy :;For eiſe we 1 
poſe that the Aae: — to: whom 


to. rebaptize all 
— | 
— — is an une . 
Witneſs of chis matter of ke. finco he writ 


Diſcourſe in Greek © 


| 


— 

Mer of Alaris fi 

7. c. 7. The ſame 1 » 

2 \-Council at Inu, 

e he 
Bithop Crea | 

inn che ſame: me when 2 Dat 


S Biſhop 
about it. Now s certain chat the Conffy- 
141. 6. 4 16. 16. 


(32 ] 
mote than all this, till the time of Stephey, 
Charch of Rune had conſtantly received 
Hereticks wirhout -rebaptizing them Tis 
dead very ſtrange the ſhould have done ſo, . 
there were at Rome the Followers ot 5 
deen: be Principles.of whi | 
| — Arti of the Chriſtian Religion. 1 
that Pope had a very ſharp Diſpute with 
a on this Queſtion,and condemned the Caſte 
of the Churches of Africa, tho it was agre 
able to the Deciſion of the Apoſtles in the 
Conſtitutions, 22 
a Church adviſe him that he was diſpt 
againſt the Apoſtles, whoſe Conſtitutions v 
in tha Treaſury of that Church. The Afr 
on.the other band, were very well ſatisfy'd 
their own Cuſtom, which was agreeable tort 
Deciſion of their. Anceſtors, and never argu 
from the Authority of thoſe Conſtitatic 
which muſt certainly have pat Stepber and 
Panty to the utmoſt Coufuſion. And Dion 
of Ale randria, wen he ſaw Stephen was ſo 
ſtinate, as to declare he would encommunic 
the Ohurches of Cilicie, r dl ati 
and ſome other Churches of Af4, that 
zed all the-Hereticks, bot never thooghe of 
ging aggin(t him the 
TIO 
7. 10 2 Rebaptization of = 
was oft bilde by chree great Synodsy and: 
by AT; to.-a Spirit of Love !and- 
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4 tue abjira%, fruts Vat vero ebſervate diligen 
* (conver fiover vera. aquinoTii, que incidit 
422" dew Menſis 12: qui eppellatur Dyſtz 
„ votate, at ad 211 n is ill 
of * bebdomadans! incidat luna quartadecima z 
Aber 2 bis unoque anno paſcha- agitem 
Hf iem eſurretiowi; Dymini noſtri alio 4 
gterquam; ico celebremus, © 
Let vs conſider, alittle Mr. Whifton's Syſt 
concerning this Book f the Conſtitutions. 1. | 
ſuppoſes that 2 85 Diſciple of S. Pan, 
xthor. ot it. 1 That he compoſed iti in il 
th Year of Christ, after an Aſſembly of f 
. convey'd for that purpoſe; 3. Th 
ede poſited this. Book, wich the Church 
awe, of which vs was: Biſhop, t ſerve for 
. Fed. M and Dilcigling, to 
U 
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2110! e Hot * 


tebete are en other Events tobaa 
babe namely, That there aroſe à Queſtic 
ut Eafter beſore the middle. of the; ſecot 
Century... Palzcarp, who dy d 4. B. 147 
to Rome, under Pope Blentberas, to dient 
to make up that Hifference: But Elextherwe h 
not the ſenſe to ſbeu the Deciſion made by d 
Apoſtles, as it was related by Clemgwt,. one 
bis Predeceſſar J 8 NN N N . 

The ſawe Controverſy broke ont ogain und 
Fader But he, poor Man, had never ſeen 
heard of the Book of the Conſtitutionsz £lel 
that he might ſoon. have put an; End to t 
3 fn he being deſirous of Berti 
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faction himſelf, and of being abfe ts 
bers who were ſadly” divided by that Que- 
ion, writ to Theophrluws Biſhop of Czſarea; 
leophilur, upon receiving that Letter, calls a 
puncil, not only of the Biſhops of Paleſſine, 
alſo of ſeveral other Countries id the ear 
96; and what Anſwer does he return to Hr. 
or? Why juſt the contrary to that which Cle- 
nt gives as the Judgment of the Apoſtles: 
or, 1, He lays down; that jeſus Chriſt aroſe 
de 25th' of March, being Sunday, and that he 
ed the 23d of March. 2. Thereupon he Jays 
pwn the Rule related by Beda: © Conflitatum 
eſt ergo in illa Synodlo, ut ab xi. Kal. Apritis 
vſque ad xi. Kal. Maii Paſcha debeat obſervari; 
& mec ante nec poſtea enicumque' conſflitutum li- 
mitem tranſeredi fit fas. | Similiter & de Lang 
preceptum Dominicum teneatur, quod manda- 
tum eſt per Moyſem. Sit vobis obſervata 2 quar- 
tadecima Luna wſque ad 21 Has ergo offs 
Linas, ' fimiliter in Paſchate tenendo conſtat 
fuiſſe conſerrat as * Quando ergo fit intra illum 
limitem ab xi. Kal. Aprilis, nſque in xi. Kal. 
— Dies qe rar Luna 15 _ oFo 
anTificata eſt, Prſcha nobis juſſum eft celebrare. 
The — Bucherins — 4 os Deciſion of 
dis Council under the Name of that of Philippi, 

q did not diſcover that it was the very Let- 
r of Theophilus to Victor. Beda, from whom 
e have this Council of Czſarea, acquaints us 
th the Occaſion of this Letter of Victor, and 
ls us, 1. That the Apoſtles had determind 
C 3 nothing 


* * 


8] 
nothing about this Matter ; which ſhewz, 
the Weſtern Church, down to the eighth Ce 
tory, had never received the Book of the 
ſtituti nt. 2. That the Celebration of E 
had been very different; for the Gals kept 
on the 25th of March, in Memory of the 
ſurrection, let it fall on what Day of the 
it would. 2. In-Italy, where one would thi 
they ſhould have known ſomewhat ot the 4 
folical Conflitutions, they always kept it on: 
25th of March; but differed about the Num 
of the Days of the Faſt they obſerved: before 
3. That in the Eaſt they kept ic the 14th oft 
Moon of March. 4. That Vi&or thought fit 
py 3 rr the l 
of Paleſtine, p. 469. Ut quad Paſche re 
"* jure à cundis Catholicis celebretur: Eccleſi 
* .in1bi fieret ordinatio, abi Dominus & Salus 
* Mundi fuerat in carne-verſatus. We find th 
after this Determination of the Council of 
ſarea, Vitor was ſo poſitive and inflexible in 
Matter of ſo little Importance, that he was 
ing to Excommunicate all the Churches of 
if S. Irenevs had not oppoſed it, and broug 
him to a more reaſonable Temper, Since tt 
time we ſee nothing but different Cycles fc 
med by ſeveral learned Men for regulating £ 
ſter-Day. Hippolyta made one of 112 Ye 
under Alexander Severus. Anatolins, Biſhop' 
Ladicea in 257 made another ſome 30 
after; yet the Latins generally followed 
Cycle of the Jews, of which we have a Deſa 
| pt i 


= keep 7 E potlble 
2. evws.- 

never have ſeen the Apoſtotical 
e would think that 


oh 


fitutions 
Lppolytus, who died near Rowe; ſhould doubt- 


have ſeen them: But we don't find 1 55 


dz nay, on the contrary, we are 
never ſo much as heard of any ſuch Book. 
In the middle of the Ill Century they be 
> make Hereticks of all thoſe who kept Eater 
the 14th of the Moon without waiting for 
Dey of the Reſurrection, nor minding he- 
x that 14th Day fell on the 3d, 5th, or e- 
the 7 Day of the Week. Theſe latter 
: „1. 8. Jobs's Authority, whoſe Cu- 
dr n it bad een in the Churches of Afe. 
produced the A4 of the Apoſtles, and 
ep Pers Pieces, as Theodoret calls them 
. | There was never a better 

we ＋— which would have been more ſer- 
able to the Intereſt of the Biſhops of Rows 
Deve the Conttatios of 
than this ; eſpeciall Gs the Wha ur- 
1 the Tradition of S. John, and the ſpurions 
= And yet we don't hear one. 
22 3 againſt them on 
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Al length this Matter is brought to the Ce 
eil of Nice, through the — 
Conflantine made to both the contending f 
ties. That Prince was much diſturbed at 
Difference between the Churches of Aſa 
the others, which he had'/known before: 80 
writes to all thoſe Churches, and particul 

exhorts thoſe who followed the Cycle of t 
Jews, according to which Baſter was ſometim 
celebrated twice in one Year, to conform they 
ſelves to the general and ordinary Cuſte 
This we learn from Exſcbiws's Hiſtory, Lil. 
c. 17, 18, Was there ever a more natural Oc 
cafion of alled ging the Apoſtolical Conſt ituti 
than this? An = all che 318 f 
ſhops of whom * Council conſiſted, 
once mentioned that Book, Nay, we ſind fre 
the Writings of ſome who lived after the mi 
dle of the IV Century, as S. Ambroſe, Epiſt, g 
that that Council referred to the Church 
Alexandria the care of ſettling Eaſter· Oey, wit 
an Injunction to notify the time to all the chic 
Biſhops of the Empire. A Sign they ang 
that Aſtronomy was better underſtood tt 
than in any other Church in the Empire; at 
that therefore 'twas thought beſt to follow i th 
Rule which ſhouſd be ſettled by them of tl 
Church. 
Nor is it only from the utter Silence of 
the Authors who writ on the Subject of tl 
paſſover, that we conclude the Apoſtolical 
fame. were never known till 3 
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Epiphaninr,) who writ towards the Tear 375, 
| that they were fo Fin tre Re 
ather flouriſhed, and after the Coùhncil of Met: 
it even the very Deciſion wHieh is made 
zem, ſhews that the Author could not lid 
ie time of 8. Clement. The Words of the De- 
fion are quoted above. I am amazed Mr. Ns 
» ſhould not perceive; 1. That this preteti- 
d Clement puts a Conſtitution upon the be 
es which is perfectly oppoſite to that of dx. 
, who blames the Gali, for obſerving 
days, &c. 2. He makes the Apoſtſes ignorant 
hen the Equinox fell in their time for it was 
dt on the 22d of March; as this Impoſtor 
akes them ſappoſe, but on the 23d. 3. He 
rgot to make the Apoſtles put out a new C. 
oe, that might be more perfect than that which . 
mie Jews uſed. His Coursge faiłd him — 
f. elſe he wanted Ski to draw one up. For he 
ch as confounded by the different Cycſes which 
We Fathers of the II Century had invented. 
ed yet the thing was abſolutely neceſſary, 
ug would have ſaved the Greek and Latin 
the urch infinite Pains. For after the Council 
Nice, all the learned Men were taken up in 
w theatriving ſuch an one. Nay and the Church 
| thal Rome tell often into the very ſame Inconve- 
| ce which the Council of Nice endeavour'd 


of prevent, I mean that of celebrating the 
f colriſtian Paſſover on the ſame Day on which 
U Jews kept theirs.” 4. That the Author of 
me OF Conſtitutions has fixed the Vernal Equinox 
8. E according 
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An to the Qbſervationg of — Y 
a little after Vader againſt the £ 


dcenmeans, They kredit to the 22% of. & 
ticipating a Day from the time of S. C 
hey were preſt with a Difliculty which appe 
light; 4. e. That by Gxing the Pe 
on 


They 


at. ſrſt 
of Jeſus Chriſt, i. e. his Reſurrection, 
25, they maſt ſometimes. keep Ea der twice 
one Lear. For by following the Kalendar 
Lunar Months . — to the Jewiſh Cye 
they were obliged to keep the ſecond beſt 
the Equinox following, unleſs they did inte 
calate 11 Days every Year, and 12 Days er 
4th Year, or Bifſextil, For if Clement had g- 
tled the x, he would not have fixed 
on the 22d of March; becauſe in bis time 
 didince. Gil bn cod but on the 23d 
that Month: le did not fall on the 22d ll 
have 100 Years alter his Donth. To conch 


himſelf under the Name of Clewent, follows t 
Reaſons which autive es-in Bis Epil 
to the Churches, which in recites in t 
Place above- quoted, to hew what an Abſ 
dity thoſe — guilty of, who fc 
— — 
It is very plain, from. what has been alre 
2 that Mr. Whiſton has not read t 
aſtical Writers with much Jodgment: 
Nen that he has made i 


11 
ſe of that ſort'of Learning which he heſt un- 
rſtaods, I mean the Mathemarticks z for, I 
* had ade” thas ;Uſe of chinfeSchaices which. 
Wc might have done, be could never have pal 
d ſo raſh a Judgment the Author 
F ahe Confttations, as as he has been led to 
is new Scheme We'll paſs by his Rui 
d 8. Matthew, —— 
nan Medea did Afſor +: And as he has taken up- 
bim the Character of a Chronoloper, let us 
a that by his Hypotheſis in Chronology he 
| ; made : mit iu confound de dene and 
— man 
How ppy at making H 
e have an Inſtance in the Diſſertation he has 
blich d at the End of his Eſſay on the 
pſe, concerning the Abiatbar of whom 
briſt ſpeaks Matt. II. 25, 26. Divines 
emſelves obliged to defend what our Saviour 
| altere againſt the Obje@tione of the Jews. 
deed it is plain, that the Fact our Saviour 
of, was done under Abwelech the High 
and not under Abiavhar bly Son ( who 
— and carry d with him 
Ephod to which the ' Urinw' was faſtend) 
his Father was killed by Sat among the 
Prieſts who were at Nob; Bur to this Diſſi- 
ty there are many | Anſwers / given; which 
y (ativfy any reaſonable Perſon.- B. Jerowe 
zhe that the iſts might have put the 
2 of Abiathar in of Abimelerb, which 
God In 1 San. ri and that either chrongh 


Mitate, 


1 461 


Miſtake, or becauſe he might alſo be calle 
Abiat bar. Ber. t that both the Fathe 
and the Son might have two Names ;"'a 
proves his Opinion, by comparing 2 Chr 
xxIV.'2, 3; 6. and: 2 Sex. viii: 17. with 284 
XV. 29, 35. and 1 Ks ii. 26. Came 
thought that the Prepoſition , #nder "Abi 
ther, is ſo general a Mark of Time, that it mip) 
agree well enough to ſomewhat that ſſod 
deed — Dr but within a few D. 
of the Prieſthood of who was tl 
more famous Man of the two; eſpecially i 
a8 as Nichols de Lyra — Abiathar hi 
even then actually engaged in the Prieſtly Of 
fice. - Any of theſe Anſwers is ſufficient” — 
move the Jews Objection: For Jeſus Ch 
mentions. Abiather becauſe he was the more ne 
ted Man. Ahiwelech was executed as a Traite 
to Saul, and to the State. And then, 2. It i 
not, to be-ſuppoſed that 4bimelech gave Det 
— Shewbread- with his own Hands, but that 
was given him by Abiather, by the Order 
Abimelech , who lived but a few Days 
Procopins of Gaze, p. 68, lays down ſome oth 
ConjeQures upon this place of 8 Mert, whit 
Mr. I bi/ion might have made uſe of, if he b 
known of them though tis true indeed, tl 
they bave been rejected by the beſt Comment 
tors. Yet Mr. Whiſftow, it ſeems, was not ſat 
fied with any. of the Anſwers he: bad u 

ith: And as he had ſomewhere found an e 
Cltalogue of the High Prieſts of the Race 
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brings him in before 
bad coofulted Cod for David, | 
dane on other Occafions, He afo takes noi 
that the Slaugbeer of the Deſtenda 4 
was an | | 
_88gainſd chad Houſe. He affirms: alſo, that 
amber the Son of Abele the High Prieſt, w 
the only/ Perſon who eſcaped from the Fi 
of- Sn. Aud when he: comes to Lik &. 5 
*. 254. where he ſpeaks of Solomon's De 
Abiathar,; he takes notice that Saban v 
dee had been made High Prieſts by David, 
that Salam ſpared 4b:iathar's Lite on the 
eouot of-what he bed gone thrbugh in D 
Service, and becauſe he bad (borne the Ark 
fare him. And there again he obſer ves, tl 
by the Depoftiom of Aber, Seamnch's> Ph 
pbocy againſt the Houſe: of EI. was perted 
falGlled.- I know' that there are Differences 
tbe Liſt of the 13 High Prieſts: ſome ve 
dem us; A. Ele azar, Phe ws; \4 bs 
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l hond very willingly leave Mt 739 
toenjoy tha Satisfadion of cheſe narable Dil 
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